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Pastor's Corner: May 2022 “A Fresh Look at Doubting Thomas” (John 20:24-29)    

  John 20:24-29 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 
nails and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  

While we often think of Thomas as the “doubting disciple;” Dr. Charles Stanley (In Touch Ministries), 
says that we should not assume Thomas was being arrogant, confrontational, or faithless. Instead, he 
suggests that Thomas was just being honest about his questions and doubts; and Jesus responded to his 
sincerity with patience and grace.                                                                                         

Thomas is one of many examples in Scripture of deeply faithful people having moments of doubt, 
darkness, and despair: For example, Job once cursed the day he was born (Job 3); Elijah ran away scared 
from Jezebel (1 Kings 19, 20);  and in their most desolate hour: both the psalmist and Christ Himself cried out 
that God had forsaken them (Psalm 22, Matt 27:46, Mark 15:34). 

So, how are we to understand the Bible’s teachings about faith and doubt? On one hand, James tells 
us that when believers pray to God, we must: “... ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6). On the other hand, we have seen that 
the most mature believers (even Jesus!) have moments of doubt during life’s difficult times. Please take time 
to mediate upon the biblical passage above; and to consider the reflection questions below.  

Reflection Questions: 
1) In what ways can the honest expression of doubt and uncertainty be an expression of mature and sincere 
Christian faith?  

2) At what point does doubt become disobedient or problematic in the way that the Apostle James warned? 

3) What questions, struggles, or doubts are you currently wrestling with in your daily walk as a believer? Do 
you keep these to yourself, or do you share them with God and/or with other believers? What approach do 
you find to be most helpful? 

In Christ’s Love.                                                                                                                 

Pastor Keith 
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Scripture and Sermon Selections for May  
 
 
 
May 1, 2022 
Reading (Part 1): John 21: 1-11 
Reading (Part 2): John 21: 12-19 
Sermon: “A Breakfast Conversation” 
Theme: Jesus calls into question the sincerity of 
Peter’s love for Him.                                                        
  

May 8, 2022 
Reading (Part 1): John 10:14-21 
Reading (Part 2): John 10:22-30 
Sermon: “The Sheepfold of the Father’s Hand” 
Theme: Christ is our shepherd, and as His sheep we shall always know His voice and be safe and secure in His 
care. He shall not allow anyone or anything to snatch us from the Father’s hand. 
May 15, 2022  
First Reading: Psalm 148 (“Praise the Lord from the heavens”) 
Second Reading: John 13:31-35 
Sermon: “As I Have Loved You” 
Theme: As Christ ministers to our needs each day; He bids us to complete the circle, by loving our neighbor in 
the same way. We are His hands and hearts and voices here on earth. We are to use our spiritual gifts and 
talents to meet the needs of our brothers and sisters wherever Christ leads 
May 22, 2022 
Reading (Part 1): John 5:1-9 
Reading (Part 2): John 5:10-17 
Sermon: “House of Mercy” 
Theme: Why did Jesus bother? Because He could not help himself. His love could not be bound in the name of 
religion; nor could His compassion and mercy ever fail to shine upon the rejected and outcast of every place 
and time. 
May 29, 2022 
TBA: Pastor Keith Away.  
 

How to Donate To Calvary Presbyterian 

•        First, you may place your tithe/offering in the offering box on the ushers’ 
table (near the sanctuary entrance) before or after worship; or you may come 
forward to put it in the offering box during the prayer of dedication. (We 
don’t pass an offering plate).  

•        Second, you may mail your check. Our address is: Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, 2727 Fernwood Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104.  

•        Third, you may make a donation online on our church website. You can 
make a one time donation, or “set in and forget it” so that your donation will 
be paid on a recurring basis: Here is the direct link: 
https://www.calvarya2.com/donate 
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Art Classes 

 
 
Art classes for May will meet on the following days:   
Thursdays, May 5th, and May 19th from 10 AM to 12 noon  
Saturdays, May 14th, and May 28th from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM   
All are welcome. Instruction tends to be quite individualized. For more information contact Sharon Backues at 
sharonbackues@runbox.com  

 

 

Calvary Presbyterian Church Worship 

We continue to be meeting in person at 10 AM Sundays. Masks are recommended but not required. The 
sermon recording and some worship aids will be available by Monday morning each week on the Calvary 

website at http://www.calvarya2.com   

 

 

Lectors For May 
 

May 1st -------------------------------------Kay Hartung 
 
May 8th --------------------------------Norma Scheider 
 
May 15th ------------------------------Sharon Backues       
 
May 22nd ------------------------------Dawn Cornfield 
 
May 29th ----------------------------------Frona Foltin 
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Saying Farewell 
 

 
 
Our beloved music director, Sandy Huang’s farewell party was during coffee hour April 24th. 
 
 

 
 
 

Saying Welcome 

 
 
Our new pianist/music director, Jingjing Wan joined us on May 1st. Welcome Jingjing. We are so grateful that 
you are with us! 

 
 
 

Building and Grounds 
 

 
 

Saturday, April 9th was Spring Clean-Up Day. We had a number of volunteers. We concentrated on the 
kitchen and the fellowship hall. Earlier that week Adrienne and others concentrated on the sanctuary. 
Later in the month we discovered that there seemed to be a mold issue in the nursery room. But with 
the help of some Clorox and some Borax that seems to be taken care of too. Thank you all for your 
help! 

Sharon Backues 
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Helping Hope Clinic 

        Diaper Packing Party is the first adult social, and donation drive I have ever coordinated. Friends from 

Calvary and the house group came together with their donation of diapers and/or baby wipes and repackaged 

them into smaller size bags. There were a lot of diapers and baby wipes, but we had plenty of hands to help. 

The event was on Wednesday, April 6 at the church. It was a great way to enjoy each other's company while 

at the same time helping out our community.  Thank you to all those who made this party a success! 

Adrienne 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date for Annual Dinner on May 17th and Over the Edge on July 30th.  
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Calvary Presbyterian Church 
May Calendar 

Office Hours 
Tuesday thru Thursday:  10:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:00 to 1:00 p.m 

◄ April May  2022 June ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
10:00 am Worship 

w/communion 

Coffee Hour + Live 
Wire after 
worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

AA**1:00 – 3:00pm 

2  
AA* 

5:30-6:30pm 

3  
 

4  
AA** 

11:30 – 1:00pm  

1:15pm Prayer  
Meeting 

Backues House 
group 7:00–8:30pm 

5  
Art Class w/Sharon 
10am-12pm 

 

6  
AA** 
11:30 – 1:00pm  

 

7  
AA** 

1:00 – 3:00pm 

 

8  
10:00 am Worship 

Coffee Hour + Live 
Wire after 
worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

AA**1:00 – 3:00pm 

9  
AA* 

5:30-6:30pm 

10  
 

 

 

Backues House 
group 7:00–8:30pm 

11  
AA** 

11:30 – 1:00pm  

1:15pm Prayer  
Meeting 

 

12  
Women’s Bible 
 study – 1:00pm to 
3pm 

13  
AA** 
11:30 – 1:00pm  

 

14  
AA** 

1:00 – 3:00pm 

 
 
 

Art Class w/Sharon 
3:30-5:30pm 

15  
10:00 am Worship 

After Worship 

Church gathering 

and potluck 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

AA**1:00 – 3:00pm 

16  
AA* 

5:30-6:30pm 

17  
 

 

 

Backues House 
group 7:00–8:30pm 

18  
AA** 

11:30 – 1:00pm  

1:15pm Prayer  
Meeting 

 

19  
Art Class w/Sharon 
10am-12pm 

 

20  
AA** 
11:30 – 1:00pm  

 

21  
10:00am Session 

at Sharon’s house. 

 

AA** 

1:00 – 3:00pm 

 

22  
10:00 am Worship 

Coffee Hour + Live 
Wire after 
worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

AA**1:00 – 3:00pm 

23  
AA* 

5:30-6:30pm 

24  
 

 

 

Backues House 
group 7:00–8:30pm 

25  
AA** 

11:30 – 1:00pm  

1:15pm Prayer  
Meeting 

 

26  
Women’s Bible 
 study – 1:00pm to 
3pm 

27  
AA** 
11:30 – 1:00pm  

 

28  
AA** 

1:00 – 3:00pm 

 
 
 

Art Class w/Sharon 
3:30-5:30pm 

29  
10:00 am Worship 

Coffee Hour + Live 
Wire after 

worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

AA**1:00–3:00pm 

30  
AA* 

5:30-6:30pm 

31  
 

 

 

Backues House 
group 7:00–8:30pm 

 

                                                 Birthdays                                                              Anniversaries 
Claudia Doudney      05-03  Sharon Backues    05-14  Ed & Frona Foltin  05-04 
Jan Fleming      05-10  Jesse Zabik            05-17  Dennis & Ruth Kahlbaum 05-11 
Deborah Ritz      05-11  Marcus Campbell   05-22   
Rebecca Backues     05-13 Tony Totsuka         05-30 
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