
1st Reading 1John 4: 7-19       2nd Reading: 1 John 4:7-16
Love is a complex and multifaceted emotion. It is overused, misused and misunderstood. It is 
described and experienced in many ways across different cultures, philosophies, and contexts.   It
is a rich, diverse, and universal experience that can be described in many ways. There are many 
kinds of love. There is Romantic love- deep affection and attraction towards another person. 
Familial love -parental love towards children which is protective, nurturing, and enduring. 
Friendship love – brotherly love, a bond based on mutual respect, shared values, interests, and 
experiences. A bond between lifelong friends who support and care for each other. Self-love 
involves a healthy appreciation and regard for oneself. 
But I want to talk about the highest form of love. I want to talk about the love of God for 
humanity, his love for us, his creation, his children and heirs of his kingdom. God is love! The 
Agape love is selfless and unconditional. It extends beyond connections and includes all of 
creation. God’s love for us, is special and compassionate. His love is unexplainable, unfailing, 
unimaginable, and unchanging. His love removes, destroys barriers of division and hostility in 
mankind. 

Romantic love can fade, familial love can be strained, and self-love is often shaped by the 
choices we make. The world’s love is conditional, but God’s love is freely given. He loves us 
even when we are difficult to love. His love is eternal. Love is patient, kind, humble, forgiving, 
and enduring. It avoids envy, pride, selfishness, and resentment. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.    With 
human love, we may never be certain where we stand—but with God’s love, we always know, no
doubt about it. 

The Agape love originates with God, it is the greatest virtue in the Christian life and most 
importantly reflects God’s character. God is love and that is his nature. “1 John 4:16 And so we 
know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them.” God loves each of us unconditionally, regardless of our -rich or poor, strong or 
weak, educated or uneducated. In His eyes, we are all valued and set apart through redemption. 
Our worth is not measured by the world but by His love and grace. 
Agape love is divine love, the kind of love God has for us, and the love He calls us to show to 
others. It is the love that binds, heals, and restores. All believers are called to reflect that divine 
love in our relationships with others. We have been transformed and changed by God. God is the 
source and essence of love, and those who truly know Him will love others.  “1 John 4:11 Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.”  
It is demonstrated through Jesus’ sacrificial work and is perfected in those who abide in Him. 
John 3:16 For “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should never perish but have everlasting life.” 
God’s love is made manifest in the sending of His Son to provide salvation. We become a new 
creation. Believers are commanded to love others as a response to God’s love, and this love 
makes God’s presence evident. John 15: 12 says “My commandment is this: Love each other as I
have loved you.” Through the Holy Spirit, believers experience God’s love and live in unity with
Him, demonstrating that God’s love is transformative and relational. We are called to love one 
another, making God's invisible presence visible through our actions. Do people feel or see the 
love of Christ in you? The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit and God's love reassures us of our
relationship with Him. Love among believers serves as a testimony that God is love, can this be 
said about us? Are we a testament of God’s love? Are we living a life that reflects the love of 
God in us? They call it the golden the rule! It is a universal idea that spans almost every religion 



and yet no one has mastered it. What a difference it would make! In the Bible it is Luke 6:31 “Do
unto others as you would have them do to you.” God’s love shows the centrality of love in the 
Christian life, it is grounded in God’s character and Christ’s redemptive work. It encourages 
believers to live out this love in their relationships. How are we doing? Romans 5:8 “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”

The Bible identifies God as the ultimate source of love.  True love is sacrificial, self-giving, and 
rooted in God’s actions through Christ. This love guides Christians in living out love as the 
defining mark of our faith, rooted in God’s love revealed through Christ death on the cross. 
Because God is love, those who experience His love cannot help but reflect it to others. When we
truly encounter His grace and enter into a relationship with Him, love becomes a part of our 
lives. We are called not only to love fellow believers but to extend that love to everyone—our 
neighbors, strangers, and even those who are difficult to love. Just as God’s love for us is 
unconditional, so should our love be toward others. A genuine relationship with God transforms 
our hearts, and is love not just in action, but a way of life. It offers assurance of God’s presence 
in our lives.

Psm 36:5-9 shows the vastness, reliability, and life-giving nature of God’s steadfast love, 
righteousness, faithfulness and justice. Contrasts the perfection of God’s character with the 
brokenness of humanity and emphasizes how God’s care sustains and satisfies His creation.

God’s love is vast and unshakable, stretching to the heavens, while His faithfulness reaches 
beyond measure. His righteousness stands firm like mighty mountains, and His justice runs deep 
like the ocean. For those who trust in Him, He is a place of refuge and safety we should seek him
as our ultimate refuge and provider. This magnifies God’s character in contrast to our frailty. He 
is the source of life itself, and in His light, we find true direction and purpose. We must have a 
personal relationship with God to share his love.

When we love selflessly, provide refuge, give generously, and live in God’s light, we show the 
world that God is love. His love in us changes us and, through us, changes others. Let our words 
and actions be a light that points others to God. God fill our hearts with compassion, patience, 
and grace so that in all we do, we may glorify his name.

We thank God for his unfailing and boundless love. He has shown us what true love is—through 
the sacrifice of his Son, -through constant presence, and through the refuge he provides. With his
help we can reflect this love in our daily lives. Forgive those that hurt you, help those in need, 
love your enemies.

Challenge: Ask yourself daily - “How can I show God’s love today”

Let us pray: Lord, strengthen us to love even when it’s difficult, to forgive even when it’s hard, 
and to serve without seeking anything in return. May our lives be a testimony of Your great love, 
and may others come to know you through the way we love them. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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